The Meadowbrook Woods Sporting Times

Stingrays and Rogue Sharks Spotted in
Freshwater Pools! Authorities on the
Scene

In a breaking story that is drawing national
attention and 24/7 CNN coverage, a large school
of what appears to be mako sharks took up
residence at a neighborhood pool in Manassas
recently. These are any of two species of swift,
active, potentially dangerous sharks of the
mackerel shark family, Isuridae. The shortfin
mako (Isurus oxyrinchus) is typically less than
12-years of age and found in all tropical and
temperate seas. The longfin mako (1. paucus)
tends to be 13-18 years old and is scattered
worldwide in tropical seas.

Just miles away, a group of stingrays has
congregated in the Ashland community. The
stingrays are a family—Dasyatidae—of rays,
cartilaginous fishes related to sharks. They are
common in coastal tropical and subtropical marine
waters throughout the world, but the family also
includes species found in warmer temperate
oceans. After swimming past Dale City,
Montclair, and Stonewall Park during the past
three weeks, the Stingrays are expected to visit
Meadowbrook Woods this Saturday.

Surprisingly, residents close to the situation do not
appear be frightened — citing that a carnival
atmosphere tends to erupt when these two groups
get together. As is traditional, this one will be for
bragging rights at nearby Benton Middle School
where many of the swimmers share the hallways
during each school year.

While the Makos and Stringrays are expected to
return to open waters by August, marine biologists
are wary. The Makos are known to eat large
quantities of food and tend to swim aggressively
and the stingrays are always a pesky bunch.
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Casual observers are urged to keep hands and feet
clear during swim meets.

While locals familiar with the situation agree that
the Makos are friendly, scientists are concerned
about wildlife at surrounding neighborhoods that
may be in danger during the coming weeks. At a
town-hall meeting held last Saturday, community
activists representing a host of area swim teams -
including the Sea Lions, Flying Ducks, Sea
Horses, and Marlins - expressed concern. “We’ve
got the summertime short-course swim going on
and the Fourth of July weekend is upon us.
What’ll we do?”” wailed one merchant.

Manassas police Chief Martin Brody is consulting
with renowned marine biologist Matt Hooper on
the situation. It is believed that the Makos and
Stingrays somehow managed to get past the “Fall
Line” and found their way along the nearby
Occoquan River and then into several creeks and
tributaries that are in close proximity to the MBW
pool. This type of behavior is relatively rare but is
reminiscent of the legendary events at the
Matawan River (1916) and Amity Island (1975).

When asked at the town-hall meeting to provide
an opinion on how to catch the mysterious leader
of the Makos known as “Mako Man,” a
professional fisherman known by the name
“Quint” was direct. “Y'all know me. Know how I
earn a livin'. I'll catch this bird for you, but it ain't
gonna be easy. Tough fish. Not like going down
the pond chasin' bluegills and tommycods. And we
gotta do it quick, that'll bring back your tourists,
put all your businesses on a payin' basis. But it's
not gonna be pleasant. I value my neck a lot more
than three thousand bucks, chief. I'll find him for
three, but I'll catch him for ten. But you've gotta
make up your minds. If you want to stay alive,
then ante up. I don't want no volunteers, I don't
want no mates, there's just too many captains in
Manassas. Ten-thousand dollars for me by
myself.” Amazingly, officials from the Prince



William Swim League (PWSL) — at the urging of
Mayor Larry Vaughn - say that the outdoor swim
season will continue as planned this summer.

Shown here in
1975, Chief
Brody and
marine biologist
Hooper state
their case with
Mayor Vaughn
against a
billboard backdrop near the entrance to Amity
Island (note the boat anchors adorning the
mayor’s Carolina-blue leisure jacket that were
fashionable during that time). The three men face
similar challenges during the summer of 2010
with a feisty group of stingrays and makos on the
loose.

Those 8U swimmers look
ferocious. I think we’re
going to need a bigger boat.

Swimmers take your mark. Go! I

Chief Brody recognizes good
swimmers when he sees them.
Congratulations goes out to
| 10U swimmer Julia Vaccaro

who had a huge day at

Brookside. She dropped more
Captain Quint, Chief Brody and marine biologist than 15-sec off her 50m freestyle and won 3"
Hooper have looks of concern etched on their place in the event. Brigit Turner, Avery Ouellette,
faces as they look at the 8U group — and with Peyton Harvey, and Rachel Landry were also in
good reason. Zachary Meltzer, Reid Sutton, the top 10 in the field of 21-swimmers. On the
Andrew Healey, and Riley O Neal are swimming boys’ side, Thorn Harrison chopped nearly 5-sec
faster every week. At Brookside, they cut their 25m off his 50m freestyle. Noah Meltzer and Ryan
freestyle times by §-sec, 4-sec, 3-sec, 2 />-sec, Marks swam nearly side-by-side and chipped in a
respectively. Katie Marks, Liam Graydon, Joseph combined 7-team points in the event. Also at
Willever, and Chloe Ouellette swam beautifully in Brookside, the 12U 100m IM group continued
the 100m Medley Relay and cut their seed time by their good work. Hunter Herbert, Brock Cudahy,
more than 7-sec. Nicely done, gang. Douglas Barns, Liam Turner, and Joshua Ogden

lead the way and earned a combined 45-team
points. On the girls’ side, Madison Barns, Sabrina

Pictured here at Townsend, Taylor Tolson, and Riley Curry had a
his workshop in combined 25-team points in the event.
Dumphries, VA,
a hard-nosed We’ll continue to follow the developments during
fisherman the second half of the season and bring the
known as highlights to you — bite by bite — as the Makos

| “Quint” says he tangle with Ashland, Stonewall Park, and Veterans
can reel in the Park prior to Divisionals at Piedmont. The Makos
Stingrays and and Stringrays last met in dual meet action back
Makos — but at a on June 28, 2008. The Makos prevailed by a score
steep price. of 2587-2455 and would go on to capture Green

Divisionals Championship that summer.

Reference: This edition of the MBW Sporting Times is a tribute to the 1975 movie Jaws directed by Steven Spielberg and based on Peter
Benchley's best-selling novel. Full credit is given to Benchley and Spielburg for names and images of the fictional characters mentioned above.
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